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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce a charge imposed on a user when an erroneous 
copying action is executed at a test copying time by advancing the counter of 
the number of printing sheets of the test copying time only when the copying 
action is continuously executed in a copying mode after the test copying action 
is finished. 

SOLUTION: A function is set to check whether the test copying key of an 
operation part is depressed or not. When the copying key is depressed, test 
copying is started (S301, S302 and S303). Then, an original image is read by a 
scanner and a copied image is formed on transfer paper supplied from a paper 
supply device side by a printer engine part (S304). Besides, the number of 
test-copied sheets is stored in a memory (S305). When the above mentioned 
operations finished, a message is displayed at an operation display part 
(S306). When the key is depressed by an operator after completion of the test 
copy is confirmed (S307), the unfinished copying action is started. Besides, 
the stored number of test-copied sheets is integrated in the counter of the 
number of printing sheets (S308). The unfinished copying action is started and 
is executed till the set number of sheets is attained, then, the number of 
copied sheets on and after the test copying action is added at the counter 
(S309 and S310). 
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